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	Exploring different careers while still in high school has been nothing but exciting. I’ve always known that I wanted to help people, but I wasn't sure how I wanted to do that. Throughout this internship, I've considered various different careers including, engineering, architecture, pharmacist, and dentistry. All of these careers have their own appeal but the one that stood out to me most was dentistry. Nevertheless, learning about the other careers besides dentistry opened up roads for me that I was never interested in before, especially architecture and engineering.
Ultimately it was Dr. Fahim Vahor’s enthusiastic talk about the dentist field and gave us a little insight on what he does and how interesting it was and how he helped people with their health while also making them more confident in their smile. This is what really pulled me in deeper to consider dentistry as a lifelong career I'd like to be doing.
	One of the fields I explored was engineering. Growing up, I always admired how engineering seemed to solve real-world problems. Their work involves a lot of creativity and problem-solving, which I enjoyed. I loved how this field combined logic, creativity, and a tangible impact on society. It seemed like a logical choice, and it also met the criteria I had for a life-long career. I also met with our guest speaker, and it was really interesting to learn more about a field I was considering. But even after the guest speaker I didn’t feel the passion I wanted for a life- long career with it. This just opened up  more careers I could explore that really took my interest with a grip.
	Then, I looked into architecture, which, like engineering, really sparked my interest. Architects are like artists but on a massive scale. They design everything from homes to skyscrapers, and they have to balance creativity with functionality. The idea of designing something that could last for generations really appealed to me. I was influenced by how they created homes or places where people build relationships and perhaps even family. Knowing I could impact peoples’ lives like that opened up architecture as a potential lifelong career.  Our guest speaker Darryl Pratte really gave me an insight on how life is as an architect and his experience in the field.
	While these fields were interesting, it was my exposure to dentistry that truly grabbed my attention. Dr. Fahim Vohar, a dentist and guest speaker I met during my internship, enthusiastically showed us slides to give us insight and also told us about his journey and life in dentistry. Hearing him speak about how he helps people with their health while also improving their confidence through their smiles was inspiring. He spoke about how dentistry allows him to build relationships with his patients and make a difference in their lives in a meaningful way. His passion was contagious, and it made me think seriously about pursuing dentistry as a career. What I liked most about his story was that he was honest about the schooling being rigorous but also how everyone helped each other out and learned on the go, which is exactly what I want in a job.
	There are some pros and cons to consider when thinking about a career in dentistry. On the positive side, dentists have the opportunity to make a real difference in their patients' lives, both in terms of health and appearance. They also work in a stable and well-paying profession. According to my research, the starting salary for dentists typically ranges from $120,000 to $150,000 a year, and mid-career professionals can earn anywhere from $175,000 to over $200,000 annually. The work schedule can also be flexible, especially for those who open their own practice. Many dentists work four to five days a week, which can be appealing in terms of work-life balance.
However, there are some challenges as well. Becoming a dentist requires a lot of education and preparation. After completing a bachelor’s degree with strong coursework in biology, chemistry, and physics, aspiring dentists must attend dental school, which typically takes four years. The application process is competitive, and dental school itself can be quite demanding, both academically and financially. Once in practice, dentists often face long hours on their feet and sometimes deal with patients who are anxious or uncomfortable.
One aspect of dentistry that might interest other high schoolers is the variety within the field. There are several specialties, such as orthodontics (working with braces), periodontics (dealing with gum health), and oral surgery. These different areas offer a lot of opportunities to specialize and find a niche that fits individual interests. Additionally, dentistry offers the chance to build long-term relationships with patients, providing care over many years and seeing the positive impact of your work.
In conclusion, my exploration of different careers has been a valuable experience. While I started this journey with little idea of what I truly wanted to do, I’m now more confident in my interest in dentistry. Dr. Vohar’s passion for his work, and personal interaction makes dentistry a career I can see myself thriving in. Still, I’m grateful that I took the time to explore other options like engineering and architecture, which opened my mind to different possibilities. If I ever decide that dentistry isn’t the right fit, I know that I have other paths I could pursue. This experience has taught me that it's okay to explore and keep an open mind, and I’m excited about what the future holds.

